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Some were dispersed by baton charges in Holborn, the Strand,
and Parliament Street; but many reached the side of the Square,
and rushes were made. Heading one of them, R. Gunninghame
Graham, M.P.,1 and John Burns were arrested. The police
fought hard and long against superior numbers, till Foot Guards
and Life Guards came up, and the latter with their horses cleared
the Square. No shot was fired, and the Riot Act was not read,
though a magistrate came prepared to read it. There were over
100 casualties. Two out of the crowd afterwards died of injuries;
the police also suffered severely. Cunninghame Graham and
Burns were convicted at the Old Bailey in the following January
and sent to prison for six weeks. Others, having elected to be
dealt with summarily, had at Bow Street received longer
sentences.
The affair is worth recording as the most considerable dmeute
in London during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Bitter
memories of it lasted in the working-class districts for over twenty
years. Much odium fell on Warren, who was indeed largely to
blame; and much on the home secretary, Matthews, who was
already unpopular in parliament. That it had no sequel may
be ascribed to a rapid trade improvement. This, which did
much to ease the government's task for the next three years, seems
to have been monetary in origin. It followed the sudden inflow
of South African gold. During 1887 "&£ Rand first showed what
it could do. In May its gold output had been 887 oz.; in Decem-
ber it was 8,457 oz- The effect was that of a mild but sufficient
inflation.
In the ding-dong fight between Balfour and the Irish National-
ists, alike at Westminster and in Ireland, Parnell took little active
part. But he remained the undisputed leader of his people; and
with his fortunes those of home rule rose and fell.
We have seen that in April 1887 The Times published in fac-
simile a most damaging letter ascribed to him, which he declared
in parliament to be a forgery. He brought no action at law, an
omission which some attributed to his disdain for English opinion
and others to a sense of guilt. But later an Irish ex-member,
whom The Times attacked, sued the newspaper for libel; and at
1 B. 1852, son of a Scottish laird; educated at Harrow. M.P. 1886-92; defeated
candidate twice later. After his political career was over, he became (from 1895
onward) a well-known author. D- 1936.

